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The Schoolmen and Hcholastic 
Theology. 

The Schoolmen were a class 
of philosophers who ousted In 
the mediteval agee, and suught 
to form an alliance between faith 
and ri'UHon ; and this attempted 
alliance is known as the Scholas- 
tic Theology. 

Scot ns K rijfe<i a. a native of 
Ireland whn flourished n hoi it 
850 A. d., i* regarded as the toun 
der ot this system of doctrine. 
There are traces of a similar 
doctrine in the writings of sev- 
eral of those Christians who are 
called the Church Fathers ; no- 
tably, Origin, who had a mind 
that loved to delve in metaphys- 
ical studies, n nd philosophize on 
questions about the character of 
the operation ol the Divine nat- 
ure upon iiiiin or in man. 

Erigena is regarded by some 
writers as the greatest literary 
and philosophical mini ot the 
dark nges, and it was his bold- 
ness and subtlety, In treading 
the labarynth of metaphysical 
spec n In lion, that give it perma- 
nency and power to draw a fol- 
lowing. 

The system of Scholastic The- 
ology was at its height in the 
thirteenth and fourteenth centu- 
ries, and its chief object seemed 
to be to meot heretics on their 
own ground, and establish the 
doctrines of the Christian church 
upon a rational and scientific 
basis. 

At the inauguration of the 
Reformation, the mystics were 
crowded to the rear, and no lon- 
ger played an important part iu 
the drama of religious events; 
but the seed they sowed has not 
altogether died, and a plant is 
seen now and then. 

The notable Dunkard, Conrad 
Bisel, the one who first intro- 
duced double foot washing in 
this church, was a Scholastic, in 
a degree greater or less, and his 
mystical doctrine is mani tested 
in his lite works. 

lie gave philosophical expla- 
nations of the purpose of cer- 
tain ordinances, mid in a style 
that was distinctly in the line 
that is peculiar to the style' of 
Scholastic reasoning. 

Reason ami faith were never 
intended to he combined by the 
Author of both. 

An attempt to transfer the 
hearting power ot the sun to the 
moon would not be more foolish 
than is an attempt to establish 
by reason the propriety of ob- 
serving the institutions of the 
Lord's house, and believing the 
doctrines that are maintained by 
the authority ol Christ, 

Tbey arc wholly works of 
fail!:, wi:d a-* such they should be 


accepted. The exercise of rea- 
soning power is demanded and 
necessary in the performance of 
religious works; bnt the ground- 
work is faitb, and faith only. No 
man has ever philosophized him- 
self into the Kingdom ot God ; 
it is always the workings of God's 
Spirit upon the heart. W'e can 
accept facts and make this state- 
ment, for this is laith ; but when 
we inquire how it works and 
where it is applied and under- 
take to put the fact into doctrine 
upon a rational basis, we bave a 
task that we are in no sense com- 
petent to perform. This is what 
the Scholastics undertook to do. 
We simply believe and that is 
all that can be made ot it. We 
accept the statements of the 
Bible as true while we have no 
line of reason or furnished data 
to demonstrate that they are 
true. Obedience thereto rills the 
soul with confidence in the pow- 
er ot God and he has assurance 
in his heart that the promised 
blessings and comlorts will be 
supplied. There are no doubts, 
no probabilities or possibilities 
hanging over it. St. Paul said, 
we know that it our earthly 
house were dissolved, we have a 
building ot God. 

lie had no process ol reason- 
ing by which to prove the pre- 
pared possession ; he ottered no 
class ot accepted facts or self- 
evident truths that he or any 
other Christian had such a 
bouse, lie only declared, "We 
luiow." 

The Scriptures are not design* 
ed to supply the place of u text 
book of metaphysical reasoning 
upon the great themes of life 
and death. The' (acts are sim- 
ply- stated, and we can accept 
i ln-iii as they are, or leave them 
and endure the cousequeuces. 

God has not planted the doc- 
trines of the Church upon u ra 
tional aud scientific basis, and 
we cannot. He has made the 
whole a matter of faith and 
obedience, without science or 
without philosophy. 

The Ashland City Church. 

The Ashland City church held 
a council meeting, Monday eve- 
ning, Sept. 21at, and took step 
to do a greater work ot grace. 
Bro, W. C, Perry wss chosen as 
pastor of the church. A weekly 
prayer meeting was instituted ; 
and it was decided to hold a 
quarterly social meeting, when 
offerings would be gathered to 
carry on the church work and 
meet current expenses, and at- 
tend to any matter of a business 
nature that might need alien 
tion. We pray that God may 
stand with brother Terry and 
suable bim to do a good work 
in the new sphere to which he 
has been called. 

Christian Fortitude. 

Virtue or toriitude is the sec- 
ond of the Christian graces as 
enumerated by the apostle Pe- 
ter, in his second epistle, first 
chapter, aud fitth and sixth 
verses. 

Faith is regarded as the bsiis 
or foundation of the Christian 
doctrine, and underlies all other 
possessions and qualities that 
the disciple shall possess ; and 
without it no one can please 
God. Without it no temple can 
be erected to the honor and glory 
of God by any individual. 

After this necessary property 
ot righteousness is possessed, 


then the owner is to add to 
virtue. 

In several good translations, 
the word toriitude is used to 


convey the meaning intended by 
the Apostle. Areten, the Greek 
is defined by Liddell t Scott, as 
follows: Goodness, excellence ; 
in Homer, manly, warlike good- 
ness, manhood, prowess, valor. 
A similar definition is given by 
other lexicons. In English it 
means that strength and firmness 
of mind which enables a person 
to encounter danger with calm- 
ness ; courage of the passive nat- 
ure ; resolute endurance. This is 
what the Apostle deal res that the 
Christian should add to his faith. 

The journey through mortality 
is a perilous one, and there is no 
time, alter it is fairly commenced 
when dangers are not encoun- 
tered. The Christian must con- 
tend against Satan and his hostB, 
daily, and if the, mind is not well 
ballasted, it is in danger of being 
turned, and carried by the breez- 
es of iniquity into eternal ruin. 

Warlike goodness — a beauti- 
ful name to designate that qual- 
ity Of character that is to be 
built upon tail b in the substan- 
tial structure of the Christian 
complete, in deed aud in act. 
Without this quality, there is no 
benefit to be derived from tak- 
ing exercises in the higher Chris- 
tian graces. He that takes' hold 
ot the plow handles and looks 
back upon that which he has 
left, is not fit for the Kingdom of 
God. The one who is carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, 
aud shifted by every troubling 
breeze that aris«s, lacks Chris- 
tian fortitude. He has not built 
in accordance with the divine 
direction. He has left out an 
important part in the work of 
building a perfect character in 
godlidesa. Virtue or tortitudc 
follows faith. Without faith, 
the foundation, there can be 
nothing : but luith without for* 
titude, is a vessel that cannot 
stand the storms anil the clash- 
ing of elements, and will not 
endure until the shore ot eter- 
nal calnines? is reached, 

The firat work of the young 
Cbriitian h to superadd fortitude 
to his taith. He must be firm in 
character to do well the great 
work that the Lord would have 
us to do; and to resist the unnum- 
bered temptations that arise 
amid the sceues of confusion in 
the field of the world. 

The New York Independent 
one of the leading religious pa- 
pers of the United State*, ex- 
tends its sympathies to P. T. 
Baruum, over the loss of Iub 
great elephant, Jumbo. 

It seems to be an innovation 
for a religions paper to express 
sympathy over the loss of an 
animal ; still thsre may be no 
harm in it. 


Semi-Editorial. 
Since my last, I visited the 
members at Eaton, Delaware 
county, and Edna Mills, Clinton 
county. At the former place 
there are about twenty-two mem- 
bers, unorganized and mostly 
siBters. There are, however, a 
number of men on the outside, 
very near, who are now standing 
by and defending the sisters. 
Furnish us a good pastor, and 
we will see that a good chnrch 
is organized which will grow 
rapidly. We stopped with 
Henry Wittemeyer, Ellsworth 
Wittemeyer, Henry Youtz, and 
William Schweitzer. Mies Ada 
Wittemeyer, a young sister, is the 
"leading man" among them. 
She was expelled from the G, B, 
Church for that terries sin 
dress pride. • Ai»u she w*b just 


too "proud" to stand alone, so 
she got brother William Sum-, 
mere to come there aud preach 
the Gospel sometime curing last 
June, and now she has tweUy 
one fellow- workers. I wish we 
we had a hundred thousand more 
each sisters. Only preached pne 
sermon and a half there. Bro. 
Lewis of the Methodist chnrch 
had an appointment at Shi del or, 
on the first evening I was there, 
and by his courtesy I was ena- 
bled to put in the half sermon 
and advertise my own appoint- 
ment tor the next evening. Had 
a mil house of attentive listen- 
era. Bro. Summers ought to vis- 
it tbem soon again. The people 
hold him in very high esteem. 
He could do a great work lor 
Christ in that community. 

At M uncie. Ind., I made the 
acquaintance of Jacob Sti trier, 
Esq., formerly of Blair Co., Pa., 
who keeps the Shady Side Ho- 
tel, a good house at reasonable 
rates. I felt quite at home with 
a lellow- Pennsylvania!!, a dutch- 
man born and raised in the same 
county with me. 

At Edna Mills, too, I had a 
good time. This is where Bro. 
J. 11. Swihart resides, and pre- 
sides, when I am not there, I 
took him with me wherever I 
went foropeuiuggateB and other 
duties pertaining to the bishop. 
Ue enjoys the esteem and confi- 
deuce of his people and I believe 
deservedly so. He has a large 
field of ripened grain to work in 
aud I believe he is about to reap 
a glorious harvest, I was much 
tempted to remain the mouth 
out and join him in the work. 
But the debt ! the debt ! the in- 
terest ! kept up a ringing iu my 
brain. Preached six Bermons. 
Took one hundred aud five dol- 
lars iu donations, and cash 
euough to see me clear to my 
next place of work. Visited be- 
side brother Swihart'a at breth- 
ren J. B. Metzger, Samuel 
Latshaw, Henry Neher, Joseph 
Neher, Mr. Troxel, aud an Old 
Ostler brother, whose name I 
bave forgotten, Bro. J. B. 
Metzger furnished the convey- 
ance aud sister Swihart mojt ot 
the chickens. Thanks to one 
aud all for kindness. If no un- 
forseen calamity happens we 
will have two good students far 
Ashland College from this 
church next Spring, oue of 
whom we hope will give himsetl 
to the ministry ot the Word. 
Who will let me have, a scholar- 
ship lor the use of a young broth- 
er who wishes to prepare him 
self for the ministry but is not 
able to bear the expense attend 
ingit? How many will buy schol- 
arships with that special yiew ? 
Here is a glorious opportunity 
of doing great good with a little 
filthy lucre, "Make unto your- 
selves friends with the mammon 
of unrighteousness," brethren 
and sisters. * Wish I could get a 
good hold of the old demon, I 
would harness him and make 
him do good work for Jesus. I 
am out after him and like a 
tut thi ill old hunter I keep up 
taith and hope, though sometimes 
I have almost lost the track. 

Had the pleasure, and it al- 
ways affords me pleasure, to 
read the Evanqblist of Sept. 15, 
at Edna Mills. But brethren 
and sisters what is the matter 
that we have so little original 
matter ? Where are onr con- 
tributors and correspondents? 
The selections are all good 
enough, but they don't enliven 
the paper. It appears as if we 


coold'nt write, unless we get up 
a controversy on some dead is- 
sue. Why can't we write on 
some live, soul -inspiring, edify- 
ing subject that wilt bave a ten- 
dency to make ns all wiser and 
better. Oome, wake up brethren 
and sisters, let ua have a livelier 
meeting. 

I suppose we will dare not op- 
pose it, but really I think the 
Home Pulpit should have re- 
mained in the Evanoelibt meet- 
ing house and brother Mason 
paid something for the rent of it. 
When we have so much original 
matter tbat we cannot have it all 
published in 'he Evangelist, 
then it will be time to get np 
side issues, provided we cannot 
enlarge the paper. The Home 
Pulpit must have ae many sub- 
scribers as the ■EvANORLifiT before 
it can do as much good as if its 
contents, were published in the 
letter. If we had a ministerial 
department, children's column, 
and plenty of correspondents wo 
might keep the paper supplied 
with original matter, 

I am now at Lima, at brother 
Jacob Miller's in the company 
of brethren J. W. Fitzgerald, J. 
M. Fox and others, and this 
evening will be the communion. 
Next. Saturday I hope to be at 
Hoann. Holbinubb. 


Constitutional Amendments. 

It is probably generally 
known that on the 13th ot Octo- 
ber two constitutional amend- 
ments will be submitted to the 
votes of Ohio tor their ratifica- 
tion or rejection. 

The amendment changing the 
October election to November ia 
a very important oue, as it will 
save the people in every Presi- 
dential year over a million ot 
dollars besides avoiding much 
excitement and strife. 

This statement will not seem 
to be overdrawn when we con- 
sider the time and money likely 
to be spent by about three 
fourths ot a million voters at- 
tending our exciting election. 
The legitimate expenses at over 
two thousand voting precincts, 
ek-ctsyii proclamations, and the 
usual profligate use of money in 
election campaigns. 

All the States with a tew ex- 
ceptions which held their State 
elections before November have 
now changed such, elections to 
November to avoid the expense 
of holding two elections in the 
Presidential year. 

The other amendment while 
not as important as the first 
should also be ratified. It will 
enable the Legislature to make 
important reforms in the elec- 
tion of Township officers. 

It should be understood that 
it requires a majority of all the 
votes cast to ratify an amend- 
ment to the constitution. Every 
ballot voted without "Yea" or 
"No" on it, or with both on it 
will be counted against the 
amendments. By this careless 
way of voting important amend- 
ments have been lost. 

I have no desire to introduce 
a new feature into the Evangel- 
ist. Tbis is a moral and finan- 
cial reformatory question and I 
think it entirely proper that the 
attention of the Brotherhood 
of this State should be called to 
it. 

We should not lose sight of 
the fact that we do not live un- 
der a king but that we live 
under a republican Sorm o' Gov- 
ernment, whether it be good or 
had. C. A. Colik. 

Farmersville, O, 
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